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CHRISTIANITY AND DEMOCRACY
THE RIGHTS OF MAN AND NATURAL LAW

by Jacques Maritain

e ‘ R Few political philosophers have laid such stress upon the organic and dy-
_] ACQUES MARITAIN namic characters of human rights, rooted as they are in natural law, as did the

C HRISTIANITY great 20th century philosopher, Jacques Maritain.

and As this important work reveals, the philosophy of Maritain on natural law

and human rights is complemented by and can only be properly understood

D EMOCRACY in the light ofghis teaching on Christia}rlﬁty and dem};cra(ltgy aI;d t}}’leir relation-

D ship. Maritain shows that Christianity cannot be made subservient to any po-

litical form or regime, that democracy is linked to Christianity, and that every

THE RIGHTS OF MAN just regime, such as the classic forms of monarchy, aristocracy and republic, is
AND compatible with Christianity.

THE NATURAL LAW

He also argues that personalist or organic democracy provides a fuller mea-
sure of freedom and fulfillment, and that it takes shape under the inspiration
of the Gospel. Even the modern democracies we have, with all their weak-
nesses, represent an historic gain for the person and they spring, he urges,
from the very Gospel they so wantonly repudiate!
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“The decision to reissue the single-volume edition of Maritain’s classic works
could not have come at a more urgent time, a time when, perhaps as never
before, the future of democracy hangs in the balance.”

— Raymond Dennehy, University of San Francisco

“Maritain was one of the pioneers of the Catholic human rights revolution, which changed the course of 20th century
politics. While helping the Church through a genuine development of social doctrine, Maritain helped forge some of the
tools that eventually broke through the Berlin Wall.”

—George Weigel, Ethics and Public Policy Center

“In these passionate words one encounters the mind of Maritain in all its vigor and variety. His reflections on the challenges
facing the world’s democratic experiments—starkly realistic yet infused with Christian hope—are as timely today as they
were seventy years ago.”

—Mary Ann Glendon, Harvard University

“This has been one of my all-time favorite “Samson books” — those little books that take down Goliaths. Almost single-
handedly, Maritain launched an hypothesis on the Christian (and Jewish) origins of the foundational axioms of democ-
racy, of which many atheists are now coming to admit the truth. The sheer power of his hypothesis is more evident with
every passing year. The republication of this classic is therefore bound to kindle longing for a deeper, more just reevalua-
tion.”

—Michael Novak, American Enterprise Institute

“Maritain’s achievement as a political thinker was to show that rightly understood, democratic liberty depends on faith,
and that to lose God is to lose Man himself. Maritain’s argument is needed today more than ever.”
—]J. Budziszewski, University of Texas

“Maritain was the most well-known Catholic philosopher who sought to reconcile the “rights” and “democracy” prin-
ciples of the modern state with classic western philosophical traditions. He was a man of true wisdom.”
—James V. Schall, S. J., Georgetown University
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